CHRIST CHURCH
URC

Chase Side, Enfield
Mi ni ster Revdd D

e Zy Lyttt
.........

By

11th July 9th August
Coffee Morning Coffee Morning
10to 12 10to 12

July & August 2009

www.christchurchurcenfield.org.uk



CHURCH ACTIVITIES

SUNDAY
11.00 am Morning Worship
11.00 am Pilots

Holy Communion First Sunday
Family Parade Service Third Sunday
12.30pm  Church Meeting bi-monthly see diary
MONDAY
6.30pm - Anchor Boys (5 -8 years)
8.00pm Junior Section (8 -11 years)
7.00pm i 9.00pm Company & Senior Section
(11-18 years)
WEDNESDAY
9.45-11.15 am Combined Bible Study
at Lancaster Road URC Twice monthly
2.15 pm  Friendship Club Twice monthly
THURSDAY
7.45-9.15 pm Bible Study Group  monthly
7.30 pm  Elders Meeting bi-monthly
FRIDAY
5.00 pm  Rainbows (5-7 years)
6.00 pm  Brownies (7-10 years)
7.30 pm  Guides (10-14 years)

Rangers (14-20 years)




MINISTERS LETTER

Dear Friends,

In a resolution at our February 2008 Church Meeting we
agreed to focus on evangelism, growth and bringing people
into regular worship at Christ Church for a year and then
build on any noticeable growth or in the absence of growth
review our position as an independent congregation. We
specifically sought five additional regular worshippers during
the year.

At our June 2009 Church Meeting we reviewed the situation
and voted on the future of Christ Church. It was suggested
that Christ Church could become more community orientated
and we should explore how we could do this. Maybe Christ
Church could provide a Christian Bookshop and sell fair
trade goods. Maybe Christ Church could be a centre for
Christian healing or be used to help the elderly or help
immigrants and refugees. With these thoughts in our minds
the Church Meeting voted to remain an independent
congregation. In a secret ballot of church members 12 voted
that Christ Church should remain an independent
congregation and 4 voted against. So there was a 75%
majority in favour of remaining an independent congregation.

| now want to share with you some personal reflections on
the decision of the Church Meeting. In February 2008 we
were challenged to work for growth and especially we looked
for five additional regular worshippers over the next year. |
looked at our Church Attendance Book for all Sunday
Services from May 2007 for the next year and found the
average congregation was 34 and then Ilooked at
attendances from May 2008 for the next year and found the
average congregation was 29.



So there has been a drop of 5 worshippers on average each
week. The questions this poses me are: are we listening to
God and does God want us to remain an independent
congregation?

It seemed to me that the idea of community service and
activity at Christ Church influenced people to vote for Christ
Church remaining an independent congregation. We can
serve God through a Christian Bookshop and a Fair Trade
shop and by offering Christian healing and help to the
elderly or to immigrants and refugees. Such ideas are very
laudable but we need to know what our local needs are and
if we can finance, staff and manage such projects. | suspect
that the practicalities of what was suggested are immense
and would take a lot of time, thought, work and money. But
maybe all this is possible. God can radically change
situations and bring new purpose and life to people and
churches. At the Church Meeting several people
volunteered to explore the ideas and we agreed to a further
Church Meeting on Sunday, 5" July at 12:30pm in the
Primary Room specifically to discuss what progress has
been made.

Meanwhile we still have the challenges of maintaining large
buildings, a small congregation and similar churches nearby
trying to attract the same people. The Church Meeting did
indicate that we need to set a date to review the situation
but no date was agreed. Above all we need to pray about
the future of Christ Church and what part we should be
playing in the future Christian worship, witness and service
of God in Enfield. So let us listen to God and seek to do his
will.

May the love and peace of God be with you all, David.



SERMONS

I n my Reading Week in 2008 | re
Thingo in which he deals with t
sues. | have decided to try to write sermons on these important issues
and two will be given as follows:

Christ Church, Sunday, 16™ August 11am: A Multicultural Society.
Lancaster Road, Sunday, 16™ August 11am: A Multicultural Society.
Lancaster Road, Sunday, 30" August 11am: A Sex-Mad Society.
Christ Church, Sunday, 6™ September 11am: A Sex-Mad Society.

I hope you will find these topical sermons helpful. David.
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP

Mary Smart is continuing with treatment and we are
continuing to keep her in our prayers

We were very happy to have Chris Luck playing the organ
for our service on Sunday 29th June

Let us remember all our church family in our prayers and
caring. David

- We think too small, like a frog at the bottom
. of the well. He thinks the sky is only as big
2 as the top of the well. If he surfaced, he -
~would have an entirely different view.
“* (Mao Tse-Tung)
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The Friendship Club

The Friendship Club continues to meet in the church Hall
Is at 2.15pm on alternate Wednesdays. We warmly welcome
old and new friends to join with us. We are a happy group.

July 1st  Mr. Harold Noble will be showing interesting
slides taken on his travels.

July 15th is our last meeting (Before the holidays) and we
will be joined by Christ Church Cockfosters choir. giving us
a varied programme of music, readings and hymns, followed
by a Summer tea.

We do invite friends to join with us and enjoy the time
together.

We wish all our friends a happy Summer holiday break and
welcome all our friends to our opening meeting on
September 9th at 2.15pm when our speaker will be Mrs

Jean Kellaway.
Lily Smith

Be strong and of good courage, fear not, nor
be afraideée. For the Lo
that goes with you; He will not fail you nor
forsake you. Deut 31. v6




:: W W W W W W VISIOn group report LW W W W W0 T ’*::
;“;We have had 1 meeting so far_ |
v+ Kingdom here in our local community in Enfield. We are -

Iooklng to learn from other churches in our area and further -

" afield. Various ideas were discussedd Regular Coffee
o mornings, Christian book shop, church open days and all
- possible ways to make the church more assessable for all -
wages of the community. We ar'e
"“‘dom with the 6Christianity exp
.. For any ideas you have please contact one of the group or .
e Pamela Fisher 07775505999 or Email pjf_40b@hotmail.com -

+r The trouble tree e
"’ There was once a carpenter who was having a very bad

2~ day. Everything that he did seemed to go wrong.  He had all P
kinds of problems at work and then his car broke down too. A
. kind friend gave him a lift home, but  because the carpenter Il
/¢ was so upset about the problems of the day he hardly spoke to Ye
his friend on the journey. When t hey reached 't |
~ house his friend noticed that just before they went in the ~
o carpenter paused and touched the branches of a large tree w
" nearthefrontdoor. To his friendds great’
o carpenter greeted his family with smiles and hugs. He seemed -

** achanged man once at home with his family.  His friend was

,ﬁ astonished at the transformation, and curious about the A
v tree. Finally he asked the carpenter why he had touched the Ye
tree in that way. The carpenter explained that he did not want *
/- totake his troubles home with him.  Every night he hung his -
troubles on the tree before he went in to see his family and
. he had noticed that when he went to collect them again on his ﬁ
“r way out the next morning there never seemed to be so many S
"' as there had been the day before! ‘
ﬁ (A story shared by Terry Silvey in the service on 27th June) Jo



.- Vision group prayer

~ Thus said the Lord: Fear not: for | have

~ redeemed you, | have called you by your

~ name, you are mine. Fear not: for | am
~with you. ( Isaiah 43) °
Dear God, today we praise you for

- pouring out your love and giving us -
hope. Even in our daily pressures you are .
. doing wonderful things. Give us courage .
~ 0 courage to make experiments and not
. be afraid of making mistakes: courage to
““get up when we are down; courage to °
work with all our might for the coming of
your Kingdom on earth, and particularly

- here in Enfield where you have put
~us. May your goodness shine in us so .
~ that others will see how wonderful you
~are and seek your kindness and |
. security.  Amen
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Forthcoming events
Saturday 11th July 10 to 12
o Coffee Morning in Church and grounds o
Sunday 12th July 11am
6Songs of Praiseo6 Al

Join us to sing some favourite hymns
Saturday 8th August 10 to 12

Coffee Morning in Church and grounds
7 Sunday 9th August 10.30am e
Breakfast Service
Join us for breakfast and a informal service
Saturday 18th September 10 to 4
Church open day
o Sunday 19th September 11am o
Harvest festival

~ The cross 3 our trouble tree
; This year the World Day of Prayer service which is held ¥
annually, in March, was prepared by the women of Papua New  **
. Guinea. The symbol that the women suggested was thatofa .-
cross with a Obillti nwda sh asnegti nugp ©inn
Church for the service.  The bilim is a woven bag with a strap
s+which goes round the wearer 6she
backs. All kinds of heavy load can be carried in this way; the N

. most common being food such as sweet potato, sticks of ﬁ

wc firewood or babies. The symbol of a bilim

hanging on the cross gives a powerful picture of

2~ God who because of His love for us invites us to
leave our heavy loads for Him to carry for

s us.Jesus has provided a v
?ﬁt r ee6 f or H| S f oI I ower s ! === ﬁ
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Letters from friends who receive the
newsletter by post

@ means a lot to hear news of the Church Family at
Christ Church and will remember you all in prayer as you
plan for the future.

All Gods wishes

Yvonne Hibbert

Just a note to say thank you for sending the news letter
each month. | wonder if | can get it on line?

| still continue to enjoy my flat and the retirement
compl ex i ving. I have o
another resident. Next weekend we have a concert
booked at St Marys Church, Baldock parish Church

| have travelled with the choir to France and the USA
both exhilarating and exhausting events! Douglas
Coombes our conductor is well known for his work with
the BBC schools and the battle proms.

My daughter Jane has had medical problems for the
past year, Her hop replacement has at last been done.
Her sons are all well and Jonathan passed his masters in
engineering, Basi got his degree in Biology, Nic is in
management in the food industry in Castlenaudry
(France). He did a science degree.

Marina King
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“uplifting, upbeat-and right up there!”
7pm-8pm, every Wednesday during term time at
Christ Church URC Hall, Chase Side, Enfield EN2 6NJ

Professional coaching, beginners welcome, live backing.
Uplifting, educational and original gospel music workshop.
Come and join the party!

All-age sessions. Tell your friends. Bring the
whole family. Great for children!

School-age children attend for £1.00 and

for free when accompanied by an adult

singer. Adults just £5.00 per week.

Let’s put the heart back into our community.

telephone: 020 8366 0657

email: martyn@fourhillsltd.com




BBQ at Christ Church organised by Pure
Word Healing Ministry

Lovely
entertainment by
Axeminster band




