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Saturday 16th January  

Lunch Time Jazz @ Christ Church  

11am to 2pm  



CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

SUNDAY  

11.00 am Morning Worship  

11.00 am Pilots        

       Holy Communion    First Sunday  
       Family Parade Service        Third Sunday  

12.30pm     Church Meeting    bi-monthly see diary  
 

 

MONDAY                    

6.00pm ð7.30pm    Anchor Boys  (5 -8 years)  

6.00pm - 7.30pm  Junior Section  (8 -11 years) 

7.30pmñ 9.30pm  Company Section (11-15 years)  

7.30pm ñ 9.30pm           Senior Section (15 -18 years)  
                                                                
 

WEDNESDAY  

9.45 -11.15 am Combined Bible Study  

  at Lancaster Road URC       Twice monthly  

2.15 pm Friendship Club    Twice monthly  
 
 

THURSDAY 

7.45 -9.15 pm Bible Study Group   monthly    

7.30 pm Elders Meeting   bi-monthly  
   
FRIDAY  

5.00 pm    Rainbows            (5 -7 years)  

6.00 pm Brownies  (7-10 years) 

7.30 pm Guides  (10-14 years) 

                Rangers  (14-20 years)  



MINISTERS LETTER 
Dear Friends, 
 

Christmas is approaching once again. At Christmas itôs good to give 
and receive cards and presents, to see family and friends, to enjoy 
some special meals and hopefully have a few days off work.   
Christmas is probably the most important time of the year for    
families getting together and spending time with one another. Itôs 
also a very important time for children when parents and families 
give them presents and specially show their love for them. 
 

But letôs also remember the reason for the season: the birth of     
Jesus Christ in Bethlehem about two thousand years ago. Through 
Jesus God entered human life revealing himself to us in the clearest 
way yet. Through Jesusôs ministry we are shown how God wants us 
to live and treat one another, through his death we are offered the 
forgiveness of our sins and through his resurrection we are assured 
of eternal life in him. But it all started with Jesusôs birth in a stable in 
Bethlehem and this is what we remember and celebrate at     
Christmas. 
 

Charles Wesley in his hymn, ñHark the herald angels singò           
describes the significance of Jesusôs birth in these words: 
 

ñVeiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail, the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus our Immanuelò 

 

Changing the subject, in October I had a reading week which I 
spent in my study. The first book I read was John Ortbergôs book, 
ñEverybodyôs Normal Till You Get To Know Themò. I enjoyed this 
book which has the rather loose overall theme of community. It 
deals with a lot of important issues including sin, loneliness,             
friendship, conflict, anger, reconciliation, forgiveness, the outsider, 
the value of all people and finally heaven. 
 



There is a lot of good and challenging teaching in this book.      
Subjects like befriending the lonely, resolving conflict and           
exercising forgiveness are often very difficult and challenging. But 
if we are serious about following Jesus then we need to tackle 
these issues. Very occasionally I didnôt agree with what John    
Ortberg writes and very occasionally I had difficulty with some of 
his American words and illustrations. But this is a good book with a 
lot of helpful and challenging spiritual teaching which I would     
recommend to others. 
 

The second book I read was Jessica Williamsôs book, ñ50 Facts 
that should Change the Worldò. This is a fascinating and             
informative book covering a very wide range of social issues. It 
tells us that the average Japanese woman lives to the age of 84 
whilst the average Botswanan lives to the age of 39. In another 
chapter it estimates that in Russia about 13,000 women are killed 
each year by their husbands. Even in Britain a survey found that 1 
in 5 young men and 1 in 10 young women think abuse or violence 
against women is acceptable! In another chapter it says that the 
World Health Organisation estimates that a million people died 
from suicide in 2000. Suicide is now the third biggest cause of 
death among people aged 15-34 worldwide and kills more people 
than all the worldôs armed conflicts. In another chapter it says that 
every hour British households throw away enough waste to fill the 
Royal Albert Hall. There is an estimated 25 million tons of litter 
scattered along Britainôs streets and grass verges. 
 

This book was published in 2004 and so some of its information 
will be out of date. I also realise that you should not believe       
everything that you read. But nevertheless this book shows we 
have a long way to go to produce a just and peaceful society which 
cares for all human beings and for the environment. This is        
another book I recommend. 
 

May the love and peace of God be with you this Christmas and in 
the New Year. David. 



Christmas Services at       
Christ Church 

 

Lessons and Carols  
13th December 11am 

 
Nativity  Service  

20th December 11am 
 

Christmas Eve  Communion  
At Lancaster Road URC          

     24th December 11.30pm 
 

Christmas Day Service    
     25th December 10am 

 
Breakfast Service  

27th December 10.30am 


